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Keeping Pacers 

Indiana tries to maintain its nucleus • The Hails' 
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looked lost without All-St,r guw. d Reggie 

• Miller, the team’ssuuingleaiiei.Tli.l av- ' 
■’ragein.1995-96), who did not make an.ap-. 

'; earance iintil.the.cC'-'iklin j Game 5 be- 
ause of a fractured right eye vs.-Voi. 
fct Now the franchise find 1 - it flf.it a 

f '• <»**-»..>■ *>■ < - 

' ti-r.ds. Miller wfl .berime .a Ire; agent on. , 
•.July l..So will fttjrt’viir. fcgnlars'Anti m. 1 , 
Davis and Dale Davis. Dr,like Mjlleri.hhh " 

• Davises had medio-'; e se.isorv ; _Te:un'rri‘s-'-. 
idem Donnie Walsh say hc> con:itl.-m he’ll 

1 e-sign all three players, vu ever ir' he dos<. 
can the Pacers contend ft 1 :< ch-tmr>Ui>iu!>:‘ 
Apparently coach Larr- Biynvn r; 

* rink so. Sources say Brov c. who h pr* .no 
to doubts about, the poteiria! of whatever 
team he coaches,was so despondem aver tire 
v Pacers’.early exit and kick of censisien: 
scoring that he urged Walsh b.»&plit up the 
i relatively young nuceir; of.h Iji.ier, the Dav Is- 
os, forward Derrick McKey and center Rik 
,Sni;k...(All r but Mtllei arc ’n liibh DVs.). 
s,Walsh intends taSi.\J.[p.tli:rig of ilte.sor,. 

|v v "We never had a phfjjieo k> be the,1 van;' . 
we'd thought we'would be this .xtrwn,” 
.-.ays Walsh. ‘‘Smits. was never Smits. [lie 
was hurt all year [ankle, and :.eg injurie s. 
Then, finally, when we started to come 
around, Reggie went.down.” 

Whether or not Miller stays, thee will he 
.a changing of the guards, or .a 1 loss 1 - of 
the guards’ rotation. Rookie point gum! 
Travis Best, who was used sparingly in the 
regular season but showed considerable 
moxie against Atlanta, looms large in the 
team’s future. Brown has vowed to “hand 


ugt- salary of yi.do vnillicsr; over-cue next 
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’.j.JLak wc.eik’Brovvn, unviuinulv.i 
wise, ftinhcrrnubdled I ■ 
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Ross Perot Jr., had not contacted Brown. 

Funny how those “misunderstandings" 
have dogged Brown for much of his career. 
He was vacationing in Phoenix when asked 
fay The Dallas Morning News about the 
Mavs job, and instead of immediately disr 
missing it as a possibility. Brown said he was 
both “flattered” .and “embarrassed,".Nat¬ 
urally that fueledispeculation that the no- 
\;fn rile Brown (who has held right coaching 
-faofT; college ard’pro. since IV72) was 
.Mv.iJy Ui move on. 

yASorj;;. qiiirkly rroogskv-i.r trim Bn uvn's 
baric on the list ml coaching prospects could 
result in atampering charge, sent out,a re-. 
lec.se list F; iciy insistirni Brov n was’never 
:; a ca:n.lidiic.’ Sure. ard Perots'dad never 
tvinicd to i.v president of the United States.' 

Meanwhile Kluvvli > public waffling un- 
- -deniiined lus dose friend Walsimwho ear- 
.--JDr tins s.crsc.i.i.faa.ckci.r nim.v.liri', h-splay- 
Vbs were oil the verge of revolt because of ' 
lifti.owivs iclcirtlciss.broivbearhiis, On Mon- 
fday. Witish and Urc-'.yu'sh- iiov. a for what 
cjile*.. ■ ;•. utde- fr-.ik’ alw.:l .illthathad 

■U.CIIliVC. 

Lvcnartci 12-sei.st'ns.in : .:;v NBA, Larry 
Brown still irasn’t learned to live by a 
1 father simple motto: Just say r.m. 

.[Even if Miller (opposite, top) 
and the jlavrises (Dale, below. 

'and Antonio, 33) stay put, Indy's 
;Si title prospects are in doubt. 
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In a subsec \iz nI c ili i.c Snnju. ^V:l:s1j 
was assured it was ;• 'mtuTidc^iandia^” 
and that Dallas’s new tv-vr ershin. hc:a:c.l b. 
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Claims on Cleamons 

[Tim Gc.-mohs, in his seventh year as a Bulls 
- -. star' Mach and a perennial candidate for 
ant livid-coaching positions, is in the 
. .il ok of yet another run for the champi¬ 
onship, and Ills presence on the Chicago 
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slill holding out hope For Seattle coach 
George Karl, who would be their top choice. 
Kar! can’t talk until the Sonics, who on Sun¬ 
day completed a sweep of their Western 
Conference semifinal series with Houston, 
conclude their postseason. 

Milwaukee, has also been making dis¬ 
creet inquiries about Ford, w'ho was on 
new Sixers general manager Brad Green¬ 
berg’s list of coaching candidates to re¬ 
place John Lucss ted on Monday'). Van- 
comer coach Briar. Withers) who played 
eight ::v.uis it; Milwaukee', has surfaced 


two years left, at $2.6 million and $3 million. 
Portland will keep forward Dontonio Wing¬ 
field, who played for the league minimum 
last season ($225,000), but the Blazers 
are not likely to exercise their option on 
36-year-old Buck Williams, whose $3.4 mil¬ 
lion salary is considered, .too. steep. 
Here’s one more reason’ihaf the'.Suns’ 
Charles Barkley, who is once again hinting' 
m retirement, should play hex! reason: 
He’s iic . ssfsts shy of becoming the foiinli 
; player hi HBAHistdrytQ.aaire^il.iiriK.rcc-r' 
points, gr ab 10,000 rebounds and dish out 
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bench could hurt him as he again faivi, to Laud 
a head job. Cleamons has drawn interest 
.from both Charlotte and Dallas, but Bulk 
general manager Jerry Krause forbids his em- . 
4 ployees to interview for other jobs while 
• the team is still competing. 

In contrast Spurs assistant Dave Cowens 
was given the full blessing of general manager 
"■ Gregg Popovich when he asked for pennis- 
sion to meet widt Hornets officials last week, 
> .though San Antonio was still alive in the 
playoffs at the time. Next up on Charlotte’s 
. list was former Boston coach Chris Ford, who 
- was scheduled to meet with Hornets vice 
.1 president of basketball operations Bob Bass 
on May 14. Sources sav the Hornets arc 
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